LA Task Force on Telehealth Access		Minutes
	Date and Time:
	Monday, September 25, 2017    2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

	Location:
	In-Person: 8550 United Plaza Blvd Suite 500, Baton Rouge, LA 70809, Pontchatrain Room at Louisiana Health Care Quality Forum 
Meeting Link:  https://meet.lync.com/lhcqf/ldufour/gt2s97p6
Meeting number:  8772569514
Access code: 2252397336
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	Agenda Topic
	Minutes

	1. 
	Welcome and Introductions:  
	The meeting was opened. Lonnie DuFour welcomed all members.  

	2. 
	 Review/Approval of previous Meeting Minutes
	Review of the minutes – Dr. Singh recognized at meeting in July Motion to approve minutes: Dr. Joe Comaty (1st) and John Ford (2nd)

	3. 
	Discussion on visit with H&W Staff
	Suggestion made to identify a champion legislator to task a committee to draft a proposal through legislation. 
Legislation may be difficult if private insurance included. Some barriers still exist.  May be an opportunity to address barriers through policy in Medicaid and through MCOs. 
Suggestion to reach out to Mississippi to gauge cost.

	4. 
	H&W Staff representative on Proposed legislation
	Brandi Cannon from the House Health & Welfare staff reported that it is important to look for an author or legislative champion and to record ideas and bring forward for the next session.
2018 session to begin on 3/12/18; Unlimited general session; Requests for bills must come no later than 2/28/18. Pre-file deadline in 3/2/18. 
Budget may overshadow some bills/topics. 
Recommend we meet with Dr. Ghee and Medicaid staff if we are dealing with Medicaid-related bill to vet if a rule change may be necessary rather than legislation.
Discussion with the Dept. of Insurance may be helpful as well. 
Gather financial information – what will be the cost? What will be the overall benefit?

	5. 
	Dr. Gershanik discussion on moving forward
	Dr. Gershanik reported, from an LDH perspective: Secretary Ghee is supportive of telehealth.  Telehealth provides an essential access to specialists and specialty services across the State. Discussion was held on the following issues:
What services are best used and most coded across Louisiana? 
Look at other states for examples. 
What different insurers cover what services? 
Hallmark on what items can be intervened on in telehealth? What creates a value proposition?
Items coded incorrectly or coded for services not paid/reimbursed for.
Dr. Culotta (LSBME) opened discussion on: Telemedicine – Section 408 of Title 46; Professional Occupational Standards
Suggestion to follow similar guidelines on who can practice Telehealth in Louisiana.

	6. 
	VOA Telehealth Van – Brian Byrd
	Brian Byrd of the North Louisiana Volunteers of America presented a short PPT on their Telehealth efforts.  He discussed the following items of interest:
Areas of focus for the organization and model of care
Highlighting adults with chronic mental illness (nursing home-eligible)
Main diagnostic groups drive majority of the cost (HTN, DIAB, COPD)
Veterans programs

	7. 
	CMS Issues
	The following CMS issues were discussed:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Constraints on locations of telehealth
HRSA Data Warehouse website errors in displayed information
Telemedicine Connect Newsletter  

	   8.
	Questions/Discussion
	Dr. Culotta (LSBME) opened discussion on services that require consultation or specialty services, i.e., robotic surgeries/ laparoscopic procedures. The technology exists now for this to happen. It was determined that the LA Task Force not focused on this topic now.

Other topics of discussion were: 
End of year report 
Feedback on focused message
Framework on outreach and education program
Identify telehealth champions
Focus on patients with: HTN, DIAB, COPD, Behavioral Health, Alzheimer’s?
JACHO’s involvement in Telehealth was discussed.
Next meeting October 23, 2017

	9.
	Adjourn
	Meeting adjourned at XXXpm.



		
